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Advanced Graphic Design / Project 02

Build a box to think out of. 
a tribute to Mr. Fred Rogers



{T / November 17} 
 
Project 02 is due. 



http://reed.cs.depaul.edu/lperkovic/Fall13/stacks/stacks.html


Social Justice Activity~ 
Living Activism

http://www.permanentculturenow.com/what-is-activism/

http://www.permanentculturenow.com/what


ac·tiv·ism
aktə vizəm/Submit
noun
the policy or action of 
using vigorous campaign-
ing to bring about political 
or social change.










































Project 02
Build a box to think out 
of. Build a 3D box, cube 
or a symmetrical block to 
communicate about the 
ideologies of Mr. Fred 
Rogers. 



Create a communication 
device that can be helpful, 
thankful and giving.



Presentation~
1. Document the block 
you build in a private 
space.





2. Collectively organize an 
exhibition or presentation 
of your blocks.



3. Collaboratively build 
a presentation with the 
communication blocks 
and place it in a neighbor-
hood [public space].  
Displace an object or daily action so that its new and unlikely 
placement may bring about interesting social responses or insights.









Collectively organize an 
exhibition or presentation 
of your blocks.



http://reed.cs.depaul.edu/lperkovic/Fall13/stacks/stacks.html


4. Document the 
process and tell the 
story of the project 
through social media. 





5. Write the story of how 
your block was built and 
feature it in your final 
project, process book 
design.



Project 03 / Building Books



Process~ 
1. Build a 20” X 20” cube 
out of wood. Strive to 
create a “perfect” cube. 
Be deliberate and 
conscious of your time.





2. The majority of 
materials for the box’s 
construction will be 
provided. [wood, wood 
glue, hardware, sandpaper, 
gesso]  
 



You can use whatever 
other materials you wish 
to create the visual com-
munications of the cube.





3. Complete the project 
in due time by using your 
studio time wisely. 
 



There will be two required 
workshops. Here you will 
be able to get the majority 
of the building completed 
during class studio time. 
 
Richards Hall / Wood Shop



3. Help each other.
 
Collaborate, share, be nice to each other, reach out, stretch,
make a big mess, get away from patterns that are not making 
you feel good. Move around. Get busy. Go for it. “Move ahead. 
Try not to detect... just whip it.” Devo





4. Be innovative, 
expressive, inventive, 
and embrace the freedom 
you have to communicate 
what you want to and how 
you want the communica-
tions to look. 



Requirements~
1. The cube must include 
text and image. 
 



2. Craft and materiality 
will be highly considered. 
Learn how to be patient, 
decisive and act on your 
intuition.

 



“One of the greatest 
gifts you can give anybody 
is the gift of your honest 
self,” he once said. 
 
He lived that out every 
second of his show.



3. Design the most
“attractive” box you can. 

Believe in what you do. 



Resources~ 

 







Back in 7th grade I stood up in front of my English class and 
delivered a tongue-in-cheek, poorly researched presentation on why 
I thought Mister Rogers should be the next President. 
 
I ate up the first few minutes zipping up my cardigan, and putting 
on some sneakers, and then I proceeded to mock him roundly. It was 
a riotous success. 
 
All these years later, I’m using this post to repent. The following are 
15 things everyone should know about Fred Rogers~

http://mentalfloss.com/article/16416/15-reasons-mister-rogers-was-best-neighbor-ever


Spend some time reading 
and looking at the follow-
ing links.



10 Mr. Rogers Quotes You Need to Read
On what would have been his 87th birthday, a few thoughts from 
our favorite neighbor.

15 Reasons Mr. Rogers Was the Best Neighbor Ever

45 Facts about Mr. Rogers.

Mr. Rogers’ origins
Mr. Rogers: Making Smart Cool since 1969, and he only started 
with $30 and a dream.
https://www.facebook.com/160958253979565/vid-
eos/904902302918486/?fref=nf 
 

http://10 Mr. Rogers Quotes You Need to Read On what would have been his 87th birthday, a few thoughts from
http://10 Mr. Rogers Quotes You Need to Read On what would have been his 87th birthday, a few thoughts from
http://10 Mr. Rogers Quotes You Need to Read On what would have been his 87th birthday, a few thoughts from
http://mentalfloss.com/article/16416/15-reasons-mister-rogers-was-best-neighbor-everthe Best Neighbor Ever
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=125&v=4Xck2ByutMg
dream.video
https://www.facebook.com/160958253979565/videos/904902302918486/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/160958253979565/videos/904902302918486/?fref=nf




Assigned activities~ 
Using a template of the cube flattened, sketch, 
map, ideate, and conceptualize what your box could 
communicate. 

Assign Process for Project 02:
1. Work further on the conceptualization and ideations. 
Seek inspiration and direction for concept. Look around 
you. Find sources for developing ideas. Design an in-
spiration board that illustrates direction for a concept.



2. Bring 5–3D mock up’s of the cube to class on Tues-
day. Use the template at actual size, printed on 11” X 17” 
paper, trimmed and folded down to make cubes.

3. Read the assigned essay.
“Can Posters Still Change the World?”

4. Design a presentation of your research. 



{T / October 27}

In class activity~
Review Process for Project 02

Write a project brief explaining what your intentions are 
for the project. Who are you communicating to? Why? 
What? How? When?



Production Schedule~
See web page for the course.

Formal Project Brief to follow in Tuesday, 10.27. 
This will include the rubric for evaluation of the project.

http://stacyasher.com/GRPH_421_UNL_Fall_2015.html






Why Fred Rogers? 
 
You decide. Research.
What value did he have in 
culture? What about him 
do you want to speak out 
about?  Use it as a point of departure.



Experiment.
Play.
Be young and inventive.
Express.
Enjoy.
Work.
Think.





{Ten seconds to think 
about and thank those 
that have helped you be 
who you are} Emmy recipient speech, 1997
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